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is subject to corruption. The introduction of property, and the division of land among the <3?vAa/ces. The encroachment on the liberty of the inferiour part of the commonwealth. Secret avarice and love of pleasure are the consequence of private property. The neglect of musick and of letters. The preference given to the exercises of the body. The prevalence of the irascible over the rational part of the soul.
The character of a citizen in such a state and the origin of such a character are described.
P. 550. The mutation of a timocracy into an oligarchy, where none are admitted to the honours and offices of the commonwealth, who do not possess a certain proportion of property. The progress of avarice
NOTES.
P. 547. Xpvo-oCz/.] Yid. L. 3. p. 414. et Hesiod, Oper. et Dies. v. 109.
Ib. Hepiowovs KCU ouceras.] The Lacedaemonians gave the name of TtepioiKot. to their subjects, the inhabitants of Laconia, who were not Spartans. As they were used, I imagine, hardly enough, by their superiours, and had no share in the government, many authors do not distinguish them from the Heilotce, who were absolutely slaves ; yet, in reality, they seem to have been on a distinct footing, being reckoned free men, and employed by the Spartan government to command such troops as they often sunt abroad, consisting of Heilotoe, to whom they had given their liberty. The Ile/not/coi likewise seem to have had the property of lands, for when Lycurgus divided the country into thirty thousand portions, and gave nino thousand of them to the Spartans, to whom did the other twenty-one thousand portions belong, unless to the HepLoucoi ? who else should people the hundred cities, besides villages, which wore once in Laconia ? It is plain, also, that the Hcptot/cot served in wnr, as oTrXircu, or licavy-armod foot, which the Heilotsc never did: see Thucy-
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